4 ‘oad aiready insupportable. We profess no alle-
giance to a school 80 melancholy ; and, though our
bundle of years be confessedly somewhat onerous,
we take leave to congratulate our readers and our-
selves on the prospect, should life be spared, of
adding one more to the number. To them may it
bring whatever they most desire when their desires
are the purest: to ourselves. useful labor, con-
tentment, and the happy reflection of having con-
ducted a public journal in such a manner as to give
our readers no cause to blush for that liberal pat-
ronage by which they have so long sustained it.
The last is the fiftieth year since this paper was
founded ; a respectable longevity, certainly, for a
political paper amid the storms of a free Republic,
and under an unflinching maintenance of an un-
changed and uncompromising political creed. We
behold, indeed, wrecks on every hand; and find
ourselves much in the position of one who stands
in the midst of a cemetery, with the names of many
a friend and many an early acquaintance written on
the tombs around. That the INTELLIGENCER Yet
survives—that it has seen one venerated proprietor
gathered to his fathers, and has passed, unimpaired,
into the possession of his successors, we aitribute
not to any special amount of talent in the conduct-
ing of it, eertainly not to its unscrupulous allegiance
to any political party, but simply to a uniform ad-
herence to decency and to truth, and a candid ad-
mission of excellence, whether found in friend or
foe. Many a trying tempest has whistled through
its branches, and threatened, at times, to shake its
roots; but, through the benignity of a protecting
Providence, it yet enjoys a green old age, and a
cheering amount of the sunshine of public favor;
and when it falls, be this our consolation, that not
a fragment of the tree has ever lent a torch to a
political incendiary.

The present year closes the first half of the event-
| ful fumtarys % pastion of the world's
“ dud guished by as many greal and thril
ling {8 as were ever crowded into the same
space of time. The retrospect seems like some
strange tumultuous dream, in which the scenes
change with a rapidity and are filled with a succes-
sion of wonders unlike the sober realities of wak-
ing existence. Almost the entire first French Re-
volution, (as well as the second and the momen-
tous third,) with the convulsions to which it gave
rise in almost every kingdom of the civilized world,
has fallen within this stirring period, in which Na-
poleon shoots athwart the sky, drawing after him a
tail that fills the heavens, from the frozen sea to
the pillars of Herculea. While, in our own hemi-
sphere, the great political epoch of Mr. Jefferson’s
accession to the Presidency, the rise of the Jackson
dynasty, the occurrence of two victorious wars, the
disastrous deaths of two Chief Magistrates; the
doublingiof our territory ; the more than doubling
of our commerce, income, and population; and
last, though scarce least, the rising from hell of the
spirit of disunion, combine to mark the era as one
of intensest interest to every friend of rational free-
dom, and the success of a temperate, regulated, and
law-abiding Constitutional Republicanism.

Nor has the progress of science and discovery,

in investigating the surface and the structure of our
planet, enlarging the bounds of the solar system,
annihilating space and time, and diminishing by
more than half the burdens of human labor ; above
all, by applying the whole resources of advancing
knowledge to augment the comfort, facilitate the
tasks, and adorn the leisure of domestic life, been
a whit less remarkable than the revolutions of em-
pires and the struggles and the march of power.
While last, and highest in the scale, the progress
of education, the multiplication of schools, the im-
provements of the press, the diffusion of books, the
civilization of savage and the enlightenment and
mitigation of semi-barbarous society ; the extensive
translation and distribution of the Sacred Scrip-
tures, and the progressive triumphs of its pure and
humanizing truth, conspire to render the first half
of the present century as pre-eminently the era of
light and the dawn of a brighter day.
‘ On the completion of such a period we may with
just reason congratulate every reader., If such be
the beginnings of the century, what may we not
look for in its close? If such be the dawn, what
will not be its meridian splendor? The prospect
might almost make us wish to survive, that we
might view the swelling scene. May we not con-
gratulate our infant children that they have fallen
on such an epoch for the commencement of their
career! May they prove worthy of their age, live
50 as to illustrate it, and yield their latest breath
amidst the brightness of its risen day !

Late advices from Nicaragua announce a declar-
ation of war between Nic a and Costa Rica,
‘So says a Telegraph despatch from New York.

.

The Hon. N. F. Dixox, oneof the Representa-
tives in Congress from the State of Rhode Island,
has positively declined being a candidate for re-
el . In publishing his letter to that effect,
the Providence J accompanies it with ex-
jpressions of regret, which it says will be shared
‘not only by Mr. Dixon's immediate constituents
but by the Whigs throughout the State.

: uﬂ“h?ehh imitation miseiles of a de-
stractive quality, which would show his capacity 1o destroy
fleet, fort, or army which may be beneath jt. He ﬁo&
poses, when he shall have dope that, and shpll bave satisfied
both Houses of Congress, and e body who will attend his
experiment, that it is entirely practicable and within his con-

to take that balloon to tbe city of Bt. Louis, and make

a8 from tlmziu:o !h; city of Yo‘t;rh At NGI::‘;;
he proposes to take in six other rs who have al
volunteered, and a iife boat, uns proef:ﬂ to England, where
he will report to the British Government. He expresses en-
tire confidence in his ability to do this with perfect safety; and,
farthermore, that he can make a quicker voyage around the
world with his balloon than in any other way ; that his ex-
periments have shown that at a certain elevation thereis a
current of air from West to East, in which he can sail with
perfect safety, and with more expedition and velocity than by
any other mode of conveyance. He desires the opportunity
of lesting this, and of satisfying the world of the truth of his
theory. He says that he can make these experiments from
8t. Louis to New York and from New York to Europe for
the sum of twenty thousand dollars, He thinks that this will
enable him to fully demonstrate the practicability of this sci-
ence, and its applicability to the purposes to which he pro-
poses to devote it. He alludes tothe fact that we are making
very large npg:ogrinﬁonl for objects of much less utility ; and,
inasmuch as as devoted his life to this business, has+ made
so many successfut voyages, has wrilten a book demonstrating
the practicability of this science, and only needs this small

ittance to carry his scientific discoveries into practical effect,

e says we ought to give him that amount to allow him to
make the trial, and enable him to be the first man that ever
sailed aronnd the world in a balloon.

I present bis memorial as he requests. I am assured that
he is a man of great intelligence and scientific attainments.
I bave not the honor of knowing him, but these are the rep-
resentations made to me by citizens of that State, whom I
know to be men that are entirely capable of judging of his
qualifications in this respect. I hardly know to which com-
mittee I ought to move its reference. [ am satisfied that it
does not come fairly within the jurisdiction of the Committee
on Territories. ‘The chairman of the Commiitee on Pablic
Lands insists that it is not within the jurisdiction of his com-
mittee. I am inclined to think that, as it is evidently a rival

raject to one referred to the Commitiee on Roads and Ca.
pals—Mr. Whitney's railrosd—it ought to go to that com-

mittes, that its objects may be considered, 'I have read this | j

petition with much interest. It is written with a good desl
of sbility. I have looked into his book, though I have not
had an opportunity of reading it, and the impressions which
1 have formed of it are favorable. He bas drawings of all his
machinery and the different modes of conveyance, got up at
great expense, and with great elegance ; and I have reall

been very favorably impressed with the memorialist and bis
memorial. [ move its reference to the Committee on Roads

and
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'seems to me that the prayer of this petiiéner goes

beyond
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Roads and Canals. It
is proper for me to say that I do not favor visionary projects
of this kind. T think it is the province of our commiltee to
look to roads and canals on ferra firma; but when it comes
to navigating the air, the prayer does not find a friend in me,
I think the Committee on Foreign Relations, if I may be
permitted 1o suggest, would be more appropriste, [laughter,]
for the duties of the committee lead them to the consideration
of the affairs of foreign climes, I hope the gentleman will
change his reference,

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not know any impropriety in the
reference, and I will therefore move that it be referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, as the chairman of that
committee is not present, I feel it to be my duty to remark
that we are very little learned in matters of this kind ; but as
I believe the honorable Senator from Illinois has recently
been made a member of that commiltee—

The PRESIDENT. The Benator was excused from ser-
vice on that committee at his own request.

Mr. MANGUM. Then I protest against its going to that
committee ; but as the honorsble Senator from Illinois has
indicated a high degree of scientific attainment in these mat-
ters, to the edification and smusement of the Senate, I think
it should go to a select committee, and that he should be
placed at the head of it.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think this subject should be treated
setiously. ‘The memorialist is undoubtedly a gentleman of
high character and of scientific attainment ; and I hope his
memorial will go to one of the regular committees. It was
transmitted to me by a naval gentleman, who suggested that
it should be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. I
move that it be referred to that committee.

The motion was agreed to.

RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC.

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, [ hold in my hand resolu-
tions passed by the Legislature of California, in relation to
the national railroad from the Pacific ocean to the Mississippi
river, which I propose, in accordance with instructiens, to pre-
sent to the Senate. :

It may be proper for me to explain the cause of the delay
in presenting these resolutions, The Legislature of Cali-
fornia passed but two sets of resolutions, with instructions to
her Senalors to present them to the Senate ; these I hold in
my hand, and those presented by me at the last session in re-
lation to donations of the public lands to officers who served
in the Mexican war. My colleague was to have presented
the resolutions 1 now have, but I presume, from the great press
of business ihat accumulated on us after we took our seats in
this body, the subject escaped his memory. Duty as well 2s
inclination induce me to bring them before the Senate, which
1 would have left to my colleague but for his unavoidable de-
tention from his seat.

1 move the reference of these resolutions to the Committee
on Roads and Canals. It will be perceived that the Legisla-
ture of California, asa preliminary to any action by Congress,
recommend ** the organization of an efficient engineer corps
“to make complete surveys and explorations of the several
* routes which have been recommended to public notice as
* practicable for the line of said road."”

In this recommendation I fully concur, believing that if it
be important in short roads, it is still more indispensably neces-
sary in regard to the longest road ever proposed to be made,
that the proper route should first be ascertained by practical
and scientific engineers. We know that the buffalo and
other wild animals march over in the mountains where
the elevation is many hundred feet to the mile, which would
be wholly impracticable for railroads. ‘

The Kmit of ascent which can be overcome by railroads
has been ascertsined to be one hundred and twenty feet to the
mile, snd this is a most objectionable grade ; but buffaloes
and other wild animals, as well as a rider on borseback, in-
cluding the Indian trapper, have often passed over heights
where the grade was not less than one thousand feet to the
mile. Indeed the grade of the Cumberland ml_d is in many
places over two hundred feet to the mile, which is wholly im-
practicable for a railroad. 1 have said this much, not only in
justification of the Legislature of my own Siate, but as my
protest against any altempt to commit the Government pre-
maturely to any route which subsequent developments may

1o be im; ble. Imvethattbqbomfmedti:lt[l;a
ommittee on and Canals, and that they be prin T
the use of the Senate. et

The motion was hgreed te,

rv:uc LANDS—PUBLIC DEBT~—FINANCES—DEFICIT.
ursuant to notice given to that effect, Mr. BENTON asked
leave to bring in a bill to accelerate the sales of the public
lande for the purpose of paying the public debt, and extinguish-
ing the federal title to lands within the new States, and 1o grant
donations and pre-emptions to actual settlers, and cede the un-

| sold and unssleable lands to the States in which they lie.

snd for principal $74 11 Gndmned that when it was enacted, and voice of the | divers ways
47900,000, it becomes a serious | m ough leaded lbl am pass ' € Bt g T e o
, a8 I do, a public debt to be a pub- Jbe encred, iviolable, immutable, and eternal, died of itself| show that they have.

One hundred and thirty-four millions is then the amount,
principal and inlerest, of the present national debt, and is
the amount which the of the United States will
have to pay to get rid of that debt, provided every item of it
shall be paid without borrowing, as- it becomes due. But if
any part shall be paid by the new process of paying old debts
by creating new ones, then the total amount of the burden
on account of the present national debt will be as much shove
$134,000,000 as the interest on new loans to pay
and interest on old ones shall amount to. Taken either way,
it has to be provided for ; and the means, according to our
system of finance, come from two sources—the custom-houses
and the public lands. These are the theoretical sources of
revenuoes—the theoretical ; forone ofthem, that ofthe lands, will
cease t1 be a source of income after the present year, and will
remsin so, if the present mode of selling is continued without
alteration, for sixteen years. This will carry us to about the
end of the time for paying the last item of the public debt.
The last payment becomes due in 1868, and sixteen years
will bring us to the verge of that time. T'his results from the
military bounties of the last session, and at the previous ses-
sions, and is so well stated by the Secretary of the Treasury
that I shall avail myeelf of his words :

“ The laws recently enacted giving lands to those who served
in the war with Mexico, and at the last session to such as had
served in former wars, in addition to ts to States for in-
ternal improvements, will undoubtedly supply the market
with the greater portion of the lands that wi‘J be required for
oceupation for many to eome. This source of revenue,
therefore—small, i , comparatively, but still in the ten
years preceding 1843 l'!“lht for an annual average of
$2,995,616.19, (statement V)—should not heresfter be relied
upon with any certainty, or to any considerable amount, in esti=
mating the receipts of the T'reasary.

“Statement K, appended to this report, shows the number of
warrants located by the acts to which reference has been made,
and the number yet to be locuted, ss estimated from the pay
rolls and other evidences on file, with the quantity of lands, in
neres, required to satisfy them. The quantity of lands sold
and hk;.-:’ fr:a mn-kddi 1r;rtm-il of thn:e "gurrnmn, for the

‘ears 1847, an s 14,797, 742.40 m av i
(909,247,406 nu&l r anm’un. ul':ed at$ls,ﬂlml.7m
-;in,rﬂ.sos,ni.s per annum.

“The warrants yet to be presented under these acts will re-
quire 78,922,513 acres, valued at $18,653,140, At the above,
average of 4,009,247.46 acres per arnum, over sixteen years
will be required to absorb and satisfy the warrants yet to be
issued, as estimated under the several bounty land acts now in

oree,

¢ There will then be diverted from the Treasury, from the
sule of lands, the sum of $113,245,896, not anticipated at
the date when the revenue law of 1846 was (See
statement K. )"

This statement of Mr. Becretary Corwin shows very clearly
that po revenue is o be from the pablic lands, un-
der the present mode of them, for sixieen years. He

that time. point, being
show myself; and, for that

the estimates of expenditure for the management of the public
lands for the ensuing year. These estimates are :

Office of the Commissioner of the General Land

Office, p. 13 of the printed estimates. ....... $92,900 00
Contingent expenses, same pegé............. 65,812 50
Burveyor's General, and their offices, p. 14,... 66,220 00
Sarvey of the puablic lands, p. 30 .......... .. 282,820 00
Expense of collecting the revenue from lands,
U PREBAR S U e e ket e e 170,200 00

678,062 50
Thus, the public lands, while yielding nothing for sixteen
years, will require an expenditure of nearly three quarters of
a million per annum, out of the public treasury, to defray the
expenses of their administration during all that time—amount-~
ing in the whole to nearly twelve millions of dollars. The
whole expenditure of the Government, then, including the
management of the public lands, will fall upon the customs ;
and now let us see what thess expenditures are to be. The
estimated expenditures, according to the report of the Becre-
tary, are to be $46,800,000 ; and as Congress always origi-
nates some millions of appropriations over and above the esti-
mates, which are always granted in full, the total expendi-
ture for the ensuing fiscal year may safely be set down at
$50,000,000. And this enormous sum includes nothing for
a sinking fund—nothing for the gradual extinction of the new
public debt—nothing to go to the principsl of the debt. The
interest only is included, and to meet these fifty millions, the
sum of forty-five millions are estimated from the custom-
houses, If these forty-five millions were wvealized it would
still leave a deficit of five millions ; but they are not to be
counted upon—at least for succeeding years. The Secretary
shows that this product from customs is an unusual amount,
flowing from exuberant importations, the fruit of temporary
c'rcumstances ; and he shows farther that these te
circumstances must soon cease, and with that cessation must
come adiminution of imlxorh. and a coneequent decline of duties,
In all this I concur with the Secretary, andso fully that I adopt
his own words in the part of his report which relates to this
point, and make them my own. The Secretary rays :

“ We eannot overlook the faet, in our estimates ol future oLy

revenue, that the last three or four years have been exceptional
ones ; that we are indebted for our la revenues in to
the famine, the revolutions, and the broken down of
Earope. The ease with which the low duties under the act
of 1846 may be reduced still lower by successtul frauds and
undervaluations, combined with the causes just stated, have
induced a large excess of importation. Bat the markets of
Europe are recovering their tone ; the effects of the famine are
passing away ; our country is filled, it is believed, to execess
with foreign goods ; and it would be eon to all reasonable
expectation to look for a continuance of these large impor-
tations.”

A continuance of this large income—forty-five millions
from the custom houses—is then not to be e Inade-
quate as it now is by five millions to meet the current ex-
anm of the Government and the mere interest of the pub-
ic debt, it is soon Lo be more 80, how much no one can mow
tell, but enough, hao.:d doubt, to increase largely the deficit
which now exists. in result is by the Se-
cretary. He faces the t, and shows it to us; but [ do
not think he faces the remedy, and shows us that. He looks
to the customs, and ex; te make their income sdequate
by sn alteration of the laws which would increase the duties
and diminish the frauds resulting from the universal ad valo-
rem system adopted in 1846. [ agree with the Secretary in
one part, and disagree with him in two parts of this recom-
mendation, and, to do him justice, will give him the benefit
of his own words. He says :

*“This state of things imposes upon Congress the duty ot
determining whether IE: laws now existing, with the nte{ of
duties imposed by them on foreign merchandise, will produce
the amount necessary to defray the annual ordi expendi-
tures of the Government, and meet punctually the interest on
the public debt. The ability of the to discharge every
obligation ugun it, if aidul!{y wise and timely legislation, is
unquestionable. It ample ision shall be made for the
F"“"t discharge of annually aceruing liabilities, the publie

nith, ns it has been hitherto, will be maintained, and the pab-
lie eredit continued on such a basis as to ensure an advantage-

ous and speedy extinguishment of the io debt.

“ The sions of the aet of July,"lnM have been found
insufficient for the on of frands undervaluations.
The extent to which they have been earried, and the d

in which they have been rendered systematie and complete,

have been highly detrimental to the revenue. The Depart-

mthilmlamth of these frauds its most earnest

attention, and exhausted all its authority for their prevention

.gddnuum,httﬁmdﬂd'ﬂ itude and so de-

moralizing in their a8 (o demand immediste inter-

position of Congress.” 3
And he recommends :

1. A change in the present ad valorem system, which should

ijmpose specitic duties upon all articles to which such daties

i :
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safely applied, with home yaluations ngon all such as
y ly subjeet to ud valorem rates.
 If the prineiple of specifie duties shall not be adopted,
home valuation, instead of the foreign, should then
d to all imports subject to ad valorem duties,
L If uglllger:f the fi i shall be thought
then it is deemed hi necessary that the present
_dmiulhmddbeimmnsmuxmtuﬂchuﬂidu
it will be found could bear such inerease with the most
: effects upon both trade and revenue,

ar with the Secretary in his premises in folo, and
: of his recommendations. I concur with him in
on that importations, will diminish, carrying with it
ution of revenue from customs ; that the ad valorem
ds the parent of frauds, and ought to be abandoned,
jurse again had to specific duties in all cases in which
3 On this latter léehdan nothing to
b8 gained from experience. I needed no experience
) me that universal ad valorems were the most une-

lies, and the most fruitful of frsuds. I knew that
and said it always. I eondemned them in that abortion
iy, the so-called *“compromise” of 1982-'3, when

dogma was first introduced into our statute book
pought down all duties to one uniform—on paper—low
per centum on the value of all im

before it got to the beautiful universal ad valorem. It went
from the eradle to the tomb of the Capulets, spite of all high
laudation: I condemoed the same dogma when it was intro-
duced in the teriff of 1846 ; and now, after a brief experi-
ment of four years, experience condemns it. I voted for that
act; but only to get rid of the act of 1843, and with the de-
elared belief that experience would soon produce a condemna-
tion of the universal ad wvalorem dogme, and force a return
to the old system : and such is now about the fact. [

pal | concur with the Becretary, then, in his recommendation,

repeated from that of his predecessor, (Mr. Meredith,)
in propoeing to return to specific duties in all cases in
which they are applicable ; aud, while thus concurring with
the Secretary in much of his report, I have to differ from him
in this, that he does not propose any scheme for saving to the
Govemment any benefit from the public lands. As things
now stand the Government is thrown out of market for six-
teen years to come. During all that time the assignees of
military bounty land warrants will occupy the market ; and,
selling at about BO cents per acre,theUnited States can sell none
at $1.25, and thus will be at the expense of keeping up the
land system for the benefit of private sellers—her own com-
petitars, who received the as a gift from her, undersell
ber, wnd drive her oot of market.

Thus is the condition of our public lands, as a branch of
revenue, expunged, and become a source of expense instead
of profit; and theselevils to continue, and become worse, un-
less there is some ridical change in the mode of selling the
publie lands. !

My object is to mnke that change ; and the leading idea of
the change must be the acceleration of the sales of the lands,
or rather the reviva of the sales, for they are now dead !
and must remain o until reanimated by law. Accele-
ration, or revival, tan only result from reduced prices—
from such a reductim as will bring them into competition
with the eighty millibns of scres of military bounty land now
flooding the market. The present ordinary price of those
lands is eighty cents'o the acre, with the certainty of further
large reductions as the quantity of warrants prepared for
market can get into creulation, and the picking and culling
of the lands shall leare a residuum less and less valuable, for
their satisfaction. In all probability they will be at twenty or
thirty cents to the acrebefore the eighty millions are exhausted.
Congress, in makisga few small grants for objects of internal
ovement in the yew States have been very careful to pro-

ide against their being sold below the Congress price, s0 as
to prevent them frem geiting any advantsge in the market :
but when it came t¢ wholesale work—when it came to giving
away a whole brosdside of the country at once—when the
superficial contenf of three such States as Ohio, and four
such as Massachusetts to boot, (for the whole quantity
ted for milipgy services is of that enormous exiemt)

two

- which 1 ask leave to introduce proposes to revive,
successive periodical reductions of price. The reductions only
apply to the lands which have been offered st private sale at
1.25 per acre ; and, beginning at one dollar per acre for such
lands afier the 30th day of June, 1851, descend by a periodi-
cal reduction of twenty-five cents every two years until they
fallto twenty-five cents per acre ; after which the lands remain-
ingunsold two years are to be ceded to the States in which they
lie. This is the provision for the general purchaser, but there
is & further provision for the actusl settlers. For this merito-
rious class there is a further, and.a double provision, calcu-
lated to benefit them while promoting the leading idea of ac-
celerated sales. The provision is a combination of the dona-
tion and of the pre-emption principle ; and assures to every
settler on public lands, subject to private entry, s donation of
forty acres, to include his settlement, and a pre-emption right
in ope hundred and twenty acres adjacent, and that always
at twenty-five cents in the acre less than the same land is of-
fered to the general purchaser. Thus, lands which shall have
'been offered at private sale, and remain unsold on the 30th
day of June, 1851, shall thereafter be offered to the general
at one dollar per acre, but to the actual settler at

75 cents per acre, with a donation of forty acres to include his
settlement, and a right of pre-emption in 120 acres at 75
cents ; so as to make his whole quantity 160 acres. And so
on through each successive biennial reduction until the land
falls to 25 cents per acre, when the actual setiler gets his
whole 160 acres virtually as a donation, paying but five cents
per acre for the 120 acres, and receiving the 40 acres as a gift.

This is the plan of the bill, and I believe, if passed into
law, it will have the effect desired—that of reviving and ac-
celerating the public land sales, and making them available
among the ways and means for the payment of the new pub-
lic debt. The reduced prices will bring them into competi-
tion with the bounty warrsnts, snd the double system of re-
duction which is proposed—a larger reduction always in favor
of the sctunl settler—will make a competition between the
general purchaser snd the settler which will vnsure a sale of
\ract gs soon as il falls to its real value. The actual
settler is kept shead of the general purchaser : 50 of the adja-
cent landholder. They have a pre-smptive advantage which
will koep them shead, and prevent speculating monopolies.

The first object of the 1l is to pay the public debt : the
second, to extinguish the federal title to the lands within the
new States. This second object is itself a great one, and con-
sistent with the first, and aceomplished by the same means.
Accelerated sales, while rapidly putting money into the
Federa] Treasury, will be s rapidly extinguishing the
Federal Government as a landholder in the new States : and,
to complete the good work, all the lands remsining unsold at
the end of the operation of the bill, are to be ceded to the
States in which they lie for public purposes ; and where the
lands in any State have been sold down to a refuse of three
 millions of acres or lessin any State, the same shall be ceded
to the State. This would relieve some States, as Ohio and
Indians, ot once ; and others in a few years; while the other
clauses of the bill would release all the States from Federal
ownership of lands within their limits within the period allot-
ted for the complete operation of the bill—that is to say,
~ithin nine years ! so that the commencement of the year 1860
should see every new Slate released from the presence and
dominion of a federal landlord, and elevated to an equality
with the old States in the great essential requisites of State
sovereignty—ihat of having all the lands within its limits sub-
ject to State jurisdiction, and available for all the purposes of
seltlemen, improvement, and taxation.

I have put forward revenue, and that under the usval idea of
getting it by selling land, as the leading object of my bill. Re-
vived and accelerated sales of public land to bring money
into the tressury, is the leading and prominent ilea. But
the sale of land is not the only mode of producing revenue
from public lsnd which the bill contemplates ; nor is it with
me the favorite, or even the wise way of deriving revenue
from the public domain. On that point I am a couvert, and
have been for uémm of a century, to the policy of the
British statesman Edmund Burke, as declared in his speech in
the Houre of Commons on the subject of disposing of the crown
Jands. Hecared little for sales—little for the amount of money
which the lands would bring at market, snd even deprecated
high. prices, and objected to screwing vp bidders to Jarge sums
by the force of competition. He (and he said it
was a case in which the profit of the treasury and the relief of
the subject went together) that the money should be saved
to improve the land rather then laid out in its purchase ; and
from thmt vement and cultivation, be said, came the
really and desirable revenue—that which came
through the course of citculation, and through the political
socretions of the State, This is what he said :

#Be the price what it may, a great ohject is always an-
swered whenever any property is tranalecred from LM-

slerate the sale of the public lands by offering them at | B

which are not fit for that proj to those that are. The
buyer and the seller must mutually profit by such a :riﬂ;
» what rarely happens in matters of revenue, the relief of
the subject will' go hand-in-hand with the profit of the exche-
m‘ The revenue to be derived from the sale of the forest
s will not be 5o considerable as many have imagined ; and
I coneeive it would be unwise to serew it up to the utmost, or
even to soffer bidders to enhance, according to their eagerness,
the purchase of objects wherein the expense of that se
may weaken the eapital to be employed in their eultivation.
The principal revenue whieh I to draw from these
uneultivated wasies, is to spring from the improvement and
population of the kingdom, events infinitely more advantage-
ous to the revenues of the crown than the rents of the best
landed estates which it can hold. It is thus I would dispose of
:il: t.lnpmﬁ!?hle landed estates of the m&nw- ﬁwm into
mass of privale : by whi will come,
through the course of m::n, -id through the political se-
eretions of the State, into well-regulated revenue.”
Mr. President, I quoted this from Burke twenty-
four m{urs 8go in this chamber, convineed of its pro-
found wisdom at that time. I have had occasion to think of

ke

Slates both of their taxes and the five per centum in lieu
of them—and keeping large portions of the State out of the
hands of cultivatcrs. In-the mean time I have seen the cul-
tivation of the lands through the custom houses—through
what Mr, Burke calls the political secretions of the State—
bringing in a large, an increasing, and a perennial stream of
revenue, All the custom house revenue comes from that
source. The one hundred millions of sgricultural products
which go abroad bring back upwards of an hundred millions
of foreign goods, which pay the duties which fill—which have
filled, are filling, and will fill—the treasury.
millions now counted upon by the Secretary of the Treasury,

8s the sole resource of the Treasury, all comes from that

source. Cultivation and improvement of the country, then,

and not the sale of land, is the source of revenue ; and to that

1 have mainly looked in the plan I have submitted. Ihavekept’
it in view, in every part of the plan—in the reduced prices—

in the preference to actual settlers—in the donations to

settlers—and in the cession of the unsold and unsaleable lands

to the States in which they lie. Iam sn enemy to a public ]
debt, and had the satisfaction to see a large one extinguished.

We see another one created : | impute no blame about it:

but I want to see it extinguished. I see no such chance at

present. As things now stand we cannot even pay the in-

terest except by creating new debt—an issue perhaps of these

exchequer bills, called by us treasury notes, by which a nation

is 80 easily slided into debt, and by which Sir Robert Walpole

laid the foundation of the present British debt. [ eschew his

example, and his resource, and go for facing and meeting our

new public debt at once. Rapid sales of the public lands will

do part : economy and retrenchment must do the rest.

Mr. B. then asked leave to bring in his bill.

A BILL to accelerate the sale of the public lands and pay the
public debt ; to extinguish the Federal title to lands within
the new States, secure homes to actual settlers, and to cede
;he unsaleable and tefuse lands to the States in which they
e,

Be it enacted, &f¢. That all the public lands which shall
have been offered at private sale, and shall remain unsold on
the 30th day of June, 1851, shall thereafier be offered at one
dollar per aere until the 30th day of June, 1853 ; and there-
after lﬁeremliniug unsold at that price shall be offered at se-
venty-five cents per acre, until the 30th day of June, 1855 ;
and thereafter all remaini en 1d shall be offered at
fifty cents per acre until the 30th day of June, 1857 ; and
thereafter all such land still remaining unsold shall be offered
at twenty-five cents per acre until the 30th day of June, 1850.

Sec. 2. JAnd be it further enacted, That every head of a
family, widow, or single man over the age of cighteen years
who shall on the 30th day of June, 1851, be an aetual settler
on any of the ﬁhluhndl thea offered for saleat one dollar
per nere, shall be entitled to » donation of forty acres, to in-
clude his or her settlement, and to & pre to
quantity not exceeding oné hundred and twenty acres, adja-
cant or sontiguous to donation, at seventy-five ﬁu per
sere, bul not to any other actual ;tﬂer: wd thirty
days shall be such sctoal settler to enter his or het"
donation, and to purchase his or her pre-emption. And

. every such person so settled on the 50th day of Juue, 1853,

on public land then cfiered at seventy-five cents per acre,

* | shall in like manner be entitled toa like donation, and to 8 like

-emption at filty cents per acre. And every such person
50 settled on the 30th day of June, 1853, shall be entitled to a
like donation, and to a like pre-emption at twentyfive cents
r acre. And every such person so settled on the 50th day of
une, 1857, shall be entitled to a like donation and to a like
pre-emption at five cents per aere. And where two or more
persons shall be settled on contiguous I'n::x-me tracts, then
the pre-emptive right of each may be satisfied out of the near-
est vacant land ; und all questions between actual settlers
shall be decided immediately and equitsbly by the register
and receiver. \
Sec. 3, .And be it further enacted, That all persons owning
lands to which the public lands offered at graduated prices in
the first section of this bill sha!l be adjoining, and which shall
not be entered by an setual settler within the respective thirty
days limited for his pre-emptive right, such person shall be
entitled for thirty days after the expiration of such settlement
re-emptive right to purchase the same to the extent of one
Eund and sixty acres at the price fixed in the said first sec-
tion of this act ; and if said publie land should adjoin two or
more owners, each of which should np?ly for the same, then
the adjacent land shall be divided equally between them, and
the quantity of one hundred and sixty acres made up to each,
if required, out of any contiguous publie land, free from a set-
tlement pre-emptive right. . ¢
See. 4. .And be it further enacted, That in all cases in which
the public lands in any State shall have been, or may hereaf-
ter be reduced to less than three millions of acres, the
same shall be granted to the State in which it lies ; and all
the public lands which shall have been offcred at the gradua-
ted prices established in the first section of this bill, and
which shall remain unsold on the 30th day of June, 1859,
shall be ceded to the State in which they lie,

Leave was granted, and the bill was read a first and se-
cond time by its title, and referred to the Committee on the
Public Lands.

AUSTRIA AND THE HUNGARIANS.

A message was received from the President of the United
States by Mr. M. P. Frruxone, his private Secretary, dated
the 30th instant, communicating, in reply to a resolution of
the Senate of the 26th instant, certain correspond ence be-
tween our Government and Austria. The correspondence
was read, and is as follows:

DeraRTMENT oF STATE,
WasninoTox, Decexuir 30, 1850,

To the President of the United Stales :

The Secrelary of State, to whom has been referred the
resolution of the Senate of the 26th instant, requesung the
President **to communicate to the ;l‘onm. if oot :;2:'-

tible with. the public interest, copies of any correspon
me has ukenp:lwe. between the Department of State and
the Austrian Chargé J'Affuires, respecting the appointment
or proceedings of the agent sent out to examine snd report
upon the condition and prospects of the Hu'?glnlu people,
during their recent struggle for independence,” bas the honor
to Iny before the President a copy of the correspondence called
for by the resolution.

Respectfully submitted. 7
DANIEL WEBSTER.

—_—

Chevalier J. G. Hulsemann to Secretary of State.

[Translation. ] Avstriax Lreatiow,
WasnixGTox, SEPTEMBER 30, 1B50.

The undersigned, Charge d’A aires of his Majesty the E;m-
peror of Austris, has been instructed to make. the following
communication to the Secretary of State:

As soon as the Imperial Government became aware of the
fact that a United States sgent had been dispatched to Vi-
enna, with orders to watch for a favorable moment to recog-
nice the Hungarian Republic, and to conclude 8 treaty of
commerce with the same, the undersigned was du_-ectod to ad-
dress some confidential but pressing represeniations to the
Cabinet of Washington against that proceeding, which is so
much at variance with those principles of international law,
g0 scrupulously sdhered to by Austria at all times, and under
all circumstances, towards the United Slluy. In l'lct, h'ow
i# it possible to reconcile such a mission with the principle
of mon-inlervention, so formally snnounced by the United
States ne the basis of American policy, and which had just
been sanclisned with so much solemnity by the President, in
his insugural address of March 5, 1849’ Was it in return
for the friendship and confilence which Austria bad never
consed 1o manifest towards them, that the United States be-
came 80 impatient for the downfall of the Austrian Monarchy,
and even sought to accelerate that event by the utterance of
their wishe# to that effect ! These who did not hesitate to
assume the responsibility of sending Mr, Dudley Mann on
such an errand, should, independent of considerations of pro>-
priety, have borne in mind that they were exposiog their emis-
sary 1o be treated as a spy. Tt is ta be regrettad (bat the
American Government was not better informed as to the ac-
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ual resources of Austris, and her historical perseverance in
defending her just rights. A knowledge of those resources
would have led to the conclusion that a conlest for a few
months’ duration could neither bave exhausted the energies

of that Power, nor turned sside its purpose to put down the
insurrection. Austria has stroggled sgainst the French revo-
lution for twenty-five years; the courage and perseverance

which she exhibited in that memorsble contest have been ap-
preciated by the whole world.

To the urgemt representations of the u ' . Mr.
Clayton snswered that Mr, Mann's mission had ne other ob-
ject in view than 1o oblain reliable information a#to the true
state of affairs in Hungary, by observation ; this ex-
ptanation can hardly be admitted, for it says very litile as to
the cause of the snxiety which was felt to sscertain the
chances of the revolutionists. Unfortunately, the languege in
which Mr. Mann's instroctions were drawn gives us a very
correct idea of their This language was offensive to

the Imperisl Cabinet, for it designaies the Austrian Govern-
ment as an iron rule, and represents the rebel chief Kossuth
as an illostrious man ; while imy ex

are intro-

'lhsyto' | yéarsto pro
duce nothing ! $700, for their administra- | 9¥eF,
tion—keeping up an army of idle the new

thought proper by ting
to the Seaste, in his message of the 18th of last March, thein-
structions with which Mr. Mann bad been furnisbed on the
oecasion of his mission to Vienna. The publicity which bas
been given to that document has placed the Imperial Govern-
ment under the necessity of entering & formal protest, through
its official representative, aguinst the proceedings of the Ame-
rican Government, lest that Government should construe our
silence intoapprobation, or toleration even, of the principles
which appear to have guided its action and the means it has

The forty-five | adopted

In view of all these circumstances, the undersigned has
been instrueted to declare that the Imperial Government totally
disapproves, and will always continue to disapprove of those
proceedings, so offensive to the laws of propriety ; and that it
rolests against all interference in the internal affairs of its
&uvmmnnt. Having thus fulfilled his duty, the undersigned
considers it a fortunale circumstance that he has it in his
power to assure the Secrotary of State that the Imperial Gov-
eroment is di to cultivate relations of friendship and
good understanding with the United States, relations which
may have been momentarily weakened, but which could not
again be seriously disturbed without placing the cardinal in-
terests of the two countries in jeopardy.
The instructions for addressing this communication to Mr.
Clayton reached Washington at the time of Genersl Taylor’s
death. In compliance with the requisitions of propriety, the
undersigned deemed it his duty to defer the task until the new
administration had been completely organized ; a delay which
he now rejoices at, as it has given him the opportunity of as-
certaining from the new President himself, on the occasion of
the reception of the diplomatic corps, that the fundamental
policy of the United BStates, so frequently proclaimed, would
guide the relations of the American Government with the
other Powers, Even if the Government of the United States
were to think it proper to take an indirect part in the political
movements of Europe, American policy would be exposed to
aets of retaliation, and to certain inconveniences, which could
not fail to affect the commerce and the industry of the two
hemi All jcountries are obliged, at some period or
other, to struggle against internal difficulties ; all forma of
government are exposed to such disagreeable episodes ; the
United States have had some experience in this very recently.
Civil war is & possible occurrence every where, and the en-
couragement which is given to the spirit of insurrection and
of disorder most frequently falls back upon those who seek to
aid it in its developments, in spite of justice and wise policy.
The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew 1o
the Becretary of State the assuranceof his distinguished con-

sideration. HULSEMANN.
Po the Hon. Daxter WensTeR,
Secretary of State of the United States.

Secretary of State to Mr. Hulsemann.

DeraRTHENT OF STATE,
Wasuinaron, Decexnen 21, 1850.

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States,

had the honor 1o receive, some time ago, the note of Mr.
Hulsemann, Chargé d’Affaires of his Majesty the Emperor of
Austria, of the 30th September. Causes, ot arising from
any want of personal regard for Mr. Hulsemann, or of pro-
per respect for his Government, have delayed sn answer until
the present moment. Having submitted Mr. Hulsemann's
letter to the President, the undersigned is now directed by him
to return the following reply :
The objects of Mr. Hulsemann's note are, first, to protest,
by order of his Government, against the steps taken by the
late President of the United States to sscertain the progress
and probable result of the revolutionary movements in Hun-
gary; and, secondly, to complain of some expressions in the
instructions of the late Secretary of State to Mr. A, Dudley
Mann, a confidential agent of the United States, as commu-
nicated by President Taylor to the Senate on the 28th of
March last.

The principal ground of protest is founded on the idea, or
in the allegation, that the Government ot the United States,
by the mission of Mr. Mann, and his instructions, has inter-
fared in the domestic affeirs of Austria, in a manner upjast
or distespectful tuward that Power. The President's mes-
sage was a communication made by him to the Senate, trans-
mitting a cor ndence beiween the Executive Government
and a confidential agent of itsown. This would seem to be
itself a domestic transaction, a mere instance of intercourse
between the President and the Senate, in the manner which
is usual and indispensable in communications between the
different branches of the Government. It was not addressed
either to Austria or Hungary; por was it any public mani-
festo, to which any foreign State was called on to reply. It
was an account of its transactions communicated by the Exe-
cutive Government to the Senate, at the request of that body;
made public, indeed, but made public only because such is
the common and usual course of proceeding ; and it my_bu
regarded as somewhal strange, therefore, that the .‘\f.l.l‘rlll!
Cabinet did not perceive that, by the instructions given to
Mr. Hulsemann, it was itself interfering with the domestic
concerns of a foreign State, the very thing which is the ground
of it complaint against the United States. 2

This Department has, on former occasions, informed the
Ministers of ForeignjPowers that a communication from the
President to either House of Congress is regarded as a do-
mestic communication, of which, ordinarily, no foreign State
has cognizance ; and, in more recent inslances, the great in-
convenience of making such communications subjects of diplo-
malic correspondence and discussion has been fully shown.
If it bad been the pleasure of his Majesty the Emperor of
Austris, during the struggles in Hungary, to have admonished
the Provisional Government or the le of that country
agninst involving themeelves in disaster, by following the evil
and dangerous example of the United States of America in
making efforts for the establishment of independent Govern-
ments, such an admonition from jthat Sovereign to his Hun-
garian subjects would not have originated here a diplomatic
correspondence. The President might, perhaps, on this
ground, have declined to direct any reply to Mr.
Hulsemann's note ; but, out of proper respect for the Aus-
trisn Government, it has been thought better to answer that
note at length ; and the more especially as the oceasion is not
unfavorable for the expression of the general sentiments of
the Government of the United States upon the topics which
that note discusees.

A leading subject in Mr. Hulsemann's note is that of the
correspondence between Mr. Hulsemann and the predecessor
of the undersigned, in which Mr. Clayton, by direction of
the President, informed Mr. Hulsemann *‘that Mr. Maon’s
mission bad no other object in view than to obtain relisble in-
formation as 10 the true state of sffairs in Hungary, by per-
sonal observation.” Mr, Hulsemann remarks that * this ex-
planation can hardly be admitted, for it says very little as to
the cause of the anxiety which was felt to ascertain the
chances of the revolutionists.” As this, however, is the only

which can with any appearance of trath be attnbated
1o the agency; as nothing whatever is sileged by Mr. Hulse-
mann to have been either done or said by the agent inconsist-
ent with such an object, the undersigned conceives that Mr.
Clayton’s explanation ought to be deemed not only admissi-
ble, but quite sstisfactory. Mr. Hulsemann states, in the
coutse of his note, that his instructions to address bis present
communication to Mr. Clayton reached Washingon about
the time of the lamented Jeath of the late l'rufhnt, and that
he delayed from a sense of p the execution of his task
until the pew Administration should be fully orgamized : *‘a
delsy which he now rejoices at, as it bas given him the op-
{ ascertainiug from the new President himself, on

portunity o
the occasion of the mvﬂon of the diplomatic corps, that the
fandamental policy of t United Siates, so frequently pro-

Isimed, would guide the relations of the American Govern-
Lfmm with other Powers.” Mr. Hulsemann also observes




